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November 11, 1881

VIA TELECOPIER

Mr. Edwint B. Erickson

Regional Administrator

United States Environmental Protagtion Agency '
Regian lil

841 Chestnut Street ,

Philadelphia, Psnngylvania 18107

Re: P Zing Sit

. Dear Mr. Erickson:

Foliowing our meeting last Thursday, November 7, 1891, we have considered
EPA’s position that any removal action for lead in Paimerton must involve clganing of the
dust in certain of the sampled houses. We view this position as (1) contrary to CERCLA
and the NCP; and (2) inferior to ZCA/Paramount's proposal which focuses any
responsea action on actual rather than hypothetical health threats. A general houseclean-
ing in Palmerton will not solate the source of any excessive lead exposure, nor will i
preclude recontarmination of the house by dust. Furthermore, it would be Irresponsibia
for ZCA to commit to an open-ended cleanup program where i cannot reasonably ss-
timate the costs before making the commitrnent.

On the other hand, ZCA believes it is In its best interests to continue to cooperate
with EPA in Paimerton, From our meeting, we think we understand EPA’s need to take
some king of action on the twenty-four houses which were sampled. Accordingly, while
preserving all of our previously expressed objections to the lawfulmsss and/or
reasonableness of EPA’s approach, ZCA will commit to the following:

(1} The twenty-four houses will be cleanad of dust to an agraed upon level,

probably expressed In terms of ug/m<, as sampled on the porch and on
selectad bare horizontal surfaces inside the houses.
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(2)  Data will be taken before, during, and after clsaning to show (g} the effec-
: tiveness of the cleaning; (b) whether there Is redeposition of lead in the
- dust; (¢) the source of lead in the dust; (d) the effact, If any, of cleaning on
pediatric blood lead. The anaiyses for lead will use the most relisble
analytical technique, probably atormic absarption.

(3) 2CA/Paramount wili procsed with the survey and responss action based
: upon the CDC guidance documant outlined in the letter from James Allen
to Cynthia Nadolski of October 28, 1881, with attachments.

(4) ZCA's commitment to the above ig limited to an aggregats out-of-pocket
expenditure of $500,000.00 (For your information, our ¢ontrdctor has as.
timated $88,250.00 to completa item (3), which s the only portion of this
proposal on which Paramount has agreed to panticipate with ZCA).

Following evaluation of the data collected above, any follow-up work at Palmerton
can be more narrowly focused.

. Wa believe it is significant for EPA to know that, for all intents and purposes, ZCA
Is In this alone. Thera is no known prospect of insurance coverage and Paramount has
firmly rejected ali but a very limfted participation, Also, due to the serious and ongoing
recession couplad with even waorse conditions int the giobal zinc market, ZCA has suf-
fered dabilitating losses for all of 19891. Tharefors, it is important to bring into perspective
what a commitment of this magnitude maans to us as a company. We are not EXXON,
General Motors or even Gould and this is the reason it would be irresponsible for us to
commit to an open endsd, unquantifiable program such as the one at Throop. Entering

Into such an agreement would have the clear potential to bankrupt us.

ZCA is ready at any time {0 begin nagotiations with EPA on the details of the
above program.

Very truly yours,

' RY A, WICKHAM
. - ' ' - President
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cc: Thomas Volaggio




